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The  ']  no rr.br ough  family  of  northern  Ireland  and  of  the  Quaker  settle- 
ments of  colonial  America  has  presented  a particular  challenge  to 
genealogists^^  to  historians  concerned  with  the  colonial  period  of 
American  history.  Members  of  this  family  were  the  ancestors  of  many- 
present  day  Thornburgs,  Thorn burys  and  Thronbroughs . In  colonial  times 
members  of  this  family  tended  to  occupy  an  inauspicious  economic  and 
social  position.  Some  of  them  were  apparently  only  nominal  Quakers 
and  were  mentioned  only  infrequently  in  Friends  records.  They  tended 
to  live  in  remote  areas,  away  from  communications  centers.  Also,  they 
were  accustomed  to  giving  their  sons  identical  first  names  from  one 

generation  to  the  next generally  Robert,  Edward,  Thomas,  or  Joseph — 

so  that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  betv/een  different  individuals 
having  the  same  name  and  living  at  the  same  time. 


However,  the  Thornbroughs  were  in  the  forefront  of  the  settlement  of 
the  American  frontier.  In  more  carefully  studying  the  history  of  the 
Thornbrough  family,  we  should  be  contributing  to  the  accumulated 
knowledgeof  the  history  of  the  frontier.  It  is  likely  that  the  Thorn- 
broughs had  direct  encounters  with  the  native  Indian  inhabitats  of  the 
Susquehanna  Valley  during  the  period  from  1725  to  1740.  We  know  that 
some  of  the  Thornb?,  Vughs  living  in  Virginia  were  forced  to  flee  from 
marauding  Indian-  binds  during  the  French  and  Indian  War.  Others  became 

involved  in  the  Regulator  Movement  on  the  North  Carolina  frontier. 

To  the  Quaker  historian,  the  history  of  the  Thornbrough  family  is  of 
Darticular  importance,  for  it  offers  insights  into  the  way  in  which 
people  at  least  partially  grounded  in  the  Quaker  culture  responded  to 
challenges  to  fundamental  Quaker  testimonies  which  required  abstention 
from  war  and  the  treatment  of  all  men  as  brothers. 


It  should  be  made  clear  at  the  outset  that  in  this  discussion  we  are 

dealing  v/ith  only  one  branch  of  the  Thornbrough  family that  branch 

which  was  associated  v/ith  the  Society  of  Friends  ir.  northern  Ireland 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  1600's  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  1700's. 

We  are  primarily  concerned  with  the  families  of  tv/o  men,  Edward 

and  Thomas  Thornbrough,  who  considered  themselves  to  be  "cousins” 

and  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  the  Delaware  Valley  about  1717  or  1718. 

The  researches  of  Delmar  Thornbury  have  revealed  that  there  were 

as  many  as  20  heads  of  families  with  the  name  of  Thornbrough  or  Thornbury 
in  the  /-merican  colonies  by  1725*  These  oecnle  were,  for  the  most  part, 
living  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  a few  of  them  were  Quakers.  However, 
she re  seems  to  be  little  evidence  to  indicate  tnat  they  had  any  close 
relationship  with  the  Thornbroughs  from  northern  Ireland. 


The  earliest  records  with  which  we  ca.n  reliacly  asso 
Thornbrough  family  are  the  records  of  the  Society  of 
Province  in  northern  Ireland. 
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However,  Delmar  I’hornbur.y  seems  to  have  spent  many  of  the  spare  hours 
of  a fairly  long  life-time  in  try  in.1;  to  trace  tno  connections  between 
various  linkages  of  Thornbroughs  in  England*  I re  lan  i , and  in  the  United 
States,  and  it  does  not  apoear  that  he  ever  succeeded  in  linking  the 
Irish  Quaker  branch  with  the  rest  of  the  family  tree. 


The  Society  of  Friends  was  a religious  movemefcC  arising  in  England 
out  of  the  ferment  of  the  Puritan  Revolution.  Under  the  leadership 
o:  George  Fox,  the  Quakers  first  came  into  prominent  Dublin  notice 
in  northern  England  in  the  spring  of  16 52.  ’ By  16 5^  the  movement  began 
to  take  root  in  Ireland.  It  was  in  this  year  that  William  Edmundson 
was  instrumental  in  gathering  together  the  first  Friends  meeting  in 
Ire  land o This  was  the  meeting  at  Lurgan  in  the  county  of  Armagh. 

* number  of  other  meetings  soon  sprang  up  in  Ulster  Province  and  through- 
out Ireland. 


In  the  late  1660's  George  Fox  included  Ireland  in  his  campaign  to  encour- 
age Friends  to  set  up  regular  meetings  for  business  and  to  keep  careful 
records.  Lurgan  Meeting,  apparently  along  with  smaller  worship  groups 
cjose  by,  was  organized  as  a Monthly  Meeting  or  Preparative  Meeting. 

This  Preparative  Meeting  apparently  had  oversight  over  the  disciplining 
of  members,  the  maintenance  of  meeting  houses,  and  other  routine  affairs. 
However,  the  more  important  matters  of  business,  such  as  the  final 
approval  of  marriages,  were  referredto  a meeting  of  representatives  of 
all  of  the  Friends  meetings  in  the  prince.  In  northern  Ireland  this 
superior  meeting  was  called  Ulster  Province  Meeting. 

The  minutes  of  Lurgan  Monthly  Meeting  have  been  preserved  from  the  year 
l675,(<and  it  is  among  these  earliest  records  that  we  find  the  first 
refea’/nces  to  the  Thornbroughs . 

From  Lurgan  Monthly  Meeting  minutes: 

(p.  5)  10-29-1676.  At  a particular  mens  meeting  a+t  Thomas  Calverts. 

William  Matthews  and  Valentine  Hollingsworth  is  desired  -to 

speak  to  Henry  Dixson  and  Robert  Thornbrough  concerning  their 
walking  disorderly. 

(Henry  Dixson  was  probablmhe  father  of  Rose  Dixson  who  married  Thomas 
Pierson  in  Delaware  in  1690.  Their  two  daughters,  Susannah  and  Rose 
Pierson,  married  two  brothers,  John  and  Aaron  Mendenhall,  sons  of  John 
Mendenhall,  the  immigrant.) 

(d.  7)  5-21-1677*  At  a particular  meeting  at  Thomas  Calverts — 

Valient ine  Hollingsworth  and  William  Matthews  have  brought  their 

answer  concerning  Robert  Thorn bury that  he  confessed  he  had 

done  amiss  but  hoped  he  would  amend  for  the  time  to  come. 

10-26-1680  At  a particular  men's  meeting  at  Lurgan. 

Valient. ine  Hollingsworth,  Alexander  Christy,  and  Roger  Kirk 

are  desired  to  speak  to  Sdv;ard  Thornbrough  & his  wife  and.  to  Robert 
Tnornbrough  about  their  disorderly  behavior  in  several  respects. 

9-15-169^  At  a particular  mens  meeting  held  at  Lurgan. 

Edward  Thorni-row  2-  his  wife  (as  relation  is  given  to  this  meeting 

Havana  acted  some  misdemeanor  contrary  to  ye  mood  order  of  truth 

so  this  meeting  have  appointed  Alexander  lea t thews  and  Thomas 
Wa ' nwr : ant  to  make  inq u i rv  & speak  to  said  Edward  and  his  wife 
about  y matter  and  give  an  account  to  ye  next  mens  meeting  how 
they  found  it. 
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11-9-169^  ^t  a regular  men's  meeting  he  1 3 at  Lurgan. 

It  is  ye  consent  of  this  meeting  that  a paper  be  written 

against  Edward  Thornbrough  by  William  Porter  v/i+h  ye  assistance 
cf  Alexander  Christy. 

1695  Edward  Thornbrough ® s name  : s placed  last  on  a lengthy 

list  of  contributors  to  the  building  of  a new  and  larger  meeting  house 
at  Lurgar. . 

1- 31-1706  Edward  Thornbroug  of  Mima  lien  Meeting  having  lately  run 

out  and  married  one  of  another  persuasion  with  a priest,  John 
walker  and  Joseph  Robson  are  directed  to  draw  a pertinent  judgment  - 
against  ye  transgress  ion . 

2- 21-1703 iAlso  John  Walker  hath  presented  a testimony  against 

Edward  Thornbrough  which  John  M & John  Crispy  are  desired  to 

show  him  & his  answer  to  y next  men's  meeting  yt  ye  publishing 


of  it  may  be  considered. 

3- 19-1708  John  Morston  and  John  Crispy  having  neglected  to  show 

Edw.  Thornbrough  ye  testimony  written  against  him  are  again  desired 
to  show  it  to  him  & bring  his  answer  to  ye  next  preparative  meeting. 

4- 2-1708  At  a preparative  mens  meeting  held  at  Lurgan  ve  1 of  4 mo. 

1708. 

£nd  yt  against  Edward  Thornbrough  is  returned  with  his  acknow- 


ledgment under  his  hand  confirming  ye  truth  of  ye  testimony, 
which  was  also  signed  by  this  meeting,  in  order  yt  John  Neile  may 
take  yt  ye  -same  be  publickly  read  in  ye  meeting  at  Munallen  next 
first  day  & then  returned  to  ye  next  men's  meeting  (In  margin) 
was  also  done  t is  with  John  Walker. 


3-1-1717  Whereas  Edward  Thornbrough  signifying  his  inclination 

to  go  to  America,  and  wants  a certificate which  friends  took 

to  consideration  & gave  him  an  one  as  they  could  agreeable  to  his 
behaviour  and  circumstances,  a copy  whereof  is  amongst  ye  meeting 
capers . 

The  other  references  to  the  Thornbrough  family  in  early  Irish  Quaker 
records  are  found  in  the  minutes  of  Ulster  Province  Meeting.  The 
Thornbrou.ghs  mentioned  in  these  minutes  were  apparently  affiliated 
with  Cootehill  Monthly  Meeting,  centered  in  County  Cavan.  Cootehill 
Meeting  was  one  of  the  oldest  Friends  Meetings  in  the  area.  Cootehill 
k/nthly  Meeting,  which  embraced  both  Cootehill  and  Oldcastle  Meetings, 
existed  from  1692  to  1796,  when  it  was  united  with  Grange  Monthly  Meeting, 
but  the  sole  surviving  minute  book  covers  only  the  latter  part  of  this 
Period,  from  1766-1792.  (See  Olive  C.  Goodbody,  C-u  ide  to  Irish  Quaker 
Records , 1654-1860.  Dublin  Stationery  Office  for  the  Irish  Manuscripts 
Commission,  1967.  p»  188.) 

From  the  minutes  of  Ulster  Province  Meeting: 


:ne  minutes  for  8-  -1685  and  7- 25-1655  are  very  difficult  to  read, 

hat  they  allow  Robert  Thornton  and  Sara  Jackson 


indicate  that  was  assoc 
she  was  from  the  meeting  at 


a ted  with  the  meeting 
avan  (Cootehill). 


but  it  is  -evident*-  +; 

c marry.  They  seem  to 
a*  mid  Castle  and  that 

Sarah  Jackson  could  doss ir ly  had  been  a daughter  cf  Anthony  Jackson, 
v/h o had  settled  in  County  Cuvar.  about  1655  as  a member  of  a grouD  under 
ini'inrs^i'u  of  ./  i 11  i am  Edmundson.  ry'thorv  Jackson  suiferd  much  for 
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Grinin  of  Quakers  in ' Ireland  from  the  Year  16 5 3 to  1700,  Dublin,  I.  Jacks 
17  51.  p*  109-H0 • Besse's  Sufferings  makes  mention  of  the  sufferings 
of  Anthony  Jackson,  and  William  Stockdale's  The  Great  Cry  of  Oppression, 
L.-  bjl  iov*-l -*.»  cor.ta ins  references  to  Anthony  Jackson.  For  other  inform- 
ation concerning  the  Jackson  family  see  Proceed  ings  of  the  Sesqui- 
Csntennial  Gathering  of  the  Descendants  of  jasaac  and  Ann  Jackson  at 
Harmony  Grove , Chester  County , Pa , , Philadelphia,  Published  by  the- 
Committee  of  the  Family,  1877.) 

It  is  difficult  to  locate  the  reference  in  the  minutes,  but  according 
to  papers  compiled  by  E.  Howard  Drake  (CCHS  Box  ln'2,  Folder  54)  in  1713 
Rooert  Thornbrough  was  cited  to  the  Bishops  Court  by  one  Ash,  and 
Friends  of  Cootehill  and  Endenderry  Meetings  were  asked  to  go  with 
Robert  to  the  said  Ash.  to  get  the  matter  settled. 

Att  a province  meeting  held  at  Bellyhagan  the  17th  day  of  ye  8 mo.  1713. 

Thomas  Thornbrough  and  Sarah  Hannah  both  of  Coothill  meeting 

having  appeared  and  declared  their  Intention  of  Marriage  with  one 

another  before  this  meeting Wm.  Pigion  and  Henry  Robinson, 

Elizabeth  Mitton  and  Margaret  Richardson  being  appointed  by  ye 
men  and  Women's  meetings  of  Coothill  to  make  inquiry  concerning 
the r clearness , orderly  proceedings,  consent  of  parents  & 
relations  concerned  have  returned  their  answer  that  they  made 
inquiry  and  found  nothing  to  obstruct  their  proceeding,  'but  yt 
they  may  lawfully  marry  so  it  ye  appointment  of  this  meeting  it 
ye  said  Thomas  Thornbrough  to  publish  or  cause  to  publish  their 
said  Intentions  in  two  severall  meetings  at  Coothill,  are  desired 
to  see  ye  said  marriage  perfected  in  good  order,  & to  bring  or 
send  a copy  of  ye  sd  certificate  therof  to  next  province  meeting. 

(In  margin;)  "were  married  at  Coothill  on  the  12  dy  of  ye  9 mo. 

1713  as  by  certificate  may  appear. 

8-29-1715 A count  from  men's  meeting  at  Old  Castle  & from  James 

Me Dona 11  concerning  ye  confinement  cr  imprisonment  of  Robert  Thornbrough 
& James  McNeece  on  account  of  tythes  who  gives  account  that  they  have 
been  concerned,  for  their  release. 

Reference  has  been  mace  by  E.  Howard  Drake  (Thornbury  Papers,  CCHS, 

Box  472,  Folder  54)  to  a Cootehill  minute  showing  the  marriage  of 
Judith  Thornberry  and  Alexander  Miller  on  Oct.  12,  1715» 

10-24-1715. --Friends  of  Cootehill  Meeting  in  their  Epistle  advise  that 
they  are  in  hope  Robert  Thornbrough  will  soon  be  released,  being 
already  at  liberty  but  not  fully  discharged. 

(These  Irish  Friends  minutes  have  been  for  the  most  part,  transcribed 
from  microfilm  copies  on  file  in  the  Friends  Historical  Library  at 
Swarthmore,  Pa.  It  is  possible  \at  there  may  be  still  other  references 
to  the  Thornbrough  family  in  othe_\  Irish  Quaker  records  in  Ireland  not 
on  microfilm. 

In  the  search  for  other  early  records  of  the  Thornbrough  family, 
our  attention  will  now  be  transferred  to  certain  early  American 
Quaker  minutes  and  certain  government  records  of  early  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware. 


From  the  minutes  of  Haddonf ield  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  Haddonf ield, 
N.  J.  as  noted  ir:  the  Thornbury  Papers,  CCHS,  Box  472,  Folder  #23: 

Thomas  Thorrbrcuah  produced  a certificate 


from  the  mens’ 


meeting  held  at  Cootehill  (County  of  Craven)  Ireland. 

8-11-1731* Thomas  Hooker  (or  h'ooten?)  requested  in  behalf  of 

Thomas  Thorn berry  and  wife  that  a certificate  might  be  drawn  in  order 
to  recommend  them  to  Friends  in  New  Garden,  Pa.  (Chester,  Co.) 

(A  similar  certificate  was  asked  for  Sarah  Thornberry  in  the  women’s 
meeting  on  the  same  day.) 

From  the  B.L.  Thornberry  Papers  - Chester  County  Historical  Society* 

Among  the  Taylor  Papers  in  the  Manuscript  Department  of  the  Pennsy Ivanni 
Historical  Society,  13th  and  Locust  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Vol.  6 
contains  the  early  surveys  made  by  Taylor  in  New  Castle  County  Delaware 
from  1682,  together  with  some  other  surveyors. 


On  page  1117  is  found  the  survey  of  300  acres  for  Hugh  and  Wm. 
Kirkpatrick  in  Christiana  Hundred.  The  tract  on  the  east  was  bounded 
by  land  of  Edward  Thornberry.  Thi.s  indicates  that  Edward  Thornbrougtj 
was  there  for  some  time  before  1722. 
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9-0-1725  Edward  Thornbury  Produced  a certificate  from  the 

K . of  Lurgan  in  Ireland  (/.nagh  County,  Ireland). 

(jkEW&rk:  Monthly  Meeting  in  1725  was  composed  of  as  many  as  six  or 
ejsht  Friends  meetings  in  northern  New  Castle  County,  Delaware  and  in 
southern  Chester  County,  Pa. ) 


From  Lancaster  County  (Pa.)  records: 

.Administration  issued  on  estate  of  Joseph  Thorn  drouth  1730. 

From  the  records  of  Concord  Monthly  Meet  in."  of  Friends,  Chester  County,  P; 

--Thomas  Thornbury  of  Thornbury  Township,  wea^r,  and  Charity 

Davis  of  the  same  place,  spinster,  dau  of  John,  dec’a  and  Mary, 
married  10  mo.  11,  1?29  at  Birmingham  Meeting.  (Signers  of 
the  certificate  included  Elizabeth  Thornbuy,  V/alter  Thornbury, 
and  Edward  Thornbury.) 

(On  the  same  day)  Robert  Thornbury,  sawyer,  and  Susanna  Davis, 

dau.  of  John  (dec'd)  & Mary,  were  married  (Substantially  the 

same  people  signed  the  certificate. 

From  Chester  County,  Pa.  land  records: 

Thomas  Thornbury  obtained  a warrant  Feb.  28,  1734  for  200  acres  of  land 
in  West  Bradford,  next,  Richard  Woodward  and  John  Buffington. 

Robert  Thornbury  obtained  a warrant,  same  date,  for  200  acres  in  West 
Bradford  next  John  Pack. 

Thomas  Thornbury  obtained  a warrant  March  12,  173^  for  212  acres  in 
East  Bradford  next  Thomas  Martin  and  William  White. 

James  Jeiferis  received  a warrant  £pril  23 » 1735  for  200  acres  in 
West  Bradford  ne jiff’ to  John  Thornbury. 

John  Wister  of  Philadelphia  Co.  obtained  a warrant  Dec.  3»  1739  for 
100  acres  in  Warwick  next  Walter  Thornberry. 

The  will  of  Edward  Thornbrough,  which  was  drawn  up  on  Second  Month,  13, 
1734  and  probated  on  December  18,  173^  appears  as  follows,  as  copied  from 
The  Thornbury  Family  in  Randolph  County  Indiana , compiled  by  Harold 
Thornburg  and  Willard  Heiss,  1959: 
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Will  of  Edward  Thornbrough. 

“In  The  Name  Of  God  Amen,  the  Thirtenth  of  The 
Second  Month  in  the  Year  1734,  I Edward  Thornbrough  of  the 
§ Township  of  Warwick  and  County  of  Lancaster,  Yeoman,  being 

very  sick  and  Weak  in  Bodey  but  in  parfick  mind  and  many 
thanks  be  given  to  God  there  fore.  Calling  to  mind  the  mortality 
of  my  Bodey  and  knowing  that  First  apoined  for  all  Men 
to  Day  doth  make  and  Order  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament. 

“That  is  to  say  first  of  all  I Recomend  my  Soul  to 
God  who  gave  it  mee  and  for  my  Bodey  I recomend  it  to  the  Earth 
to  be  buried  in  a Cristen  lik  maner  at  the  Discreason  of  my 
Electors  and  as  toching  worly  a Steat  wherewith  it  hath  pleased 
God  in  this  like  to  give  me  I give  and  Despose  of  like  form 
and  Maner  leven  my  Dearly  Beloved  Yvife  Jean  Thornbrough  and  mj 
sone  George  and  my  Cosen  Thomas  Thornbrough  to  be  my  Electors 
I give  Jean  my  Beloved  Wife  all  the  Thirds  of  the  Movables  and 
her  bed  and  Forae ter  (furniture)  and  to  have  and  hould  the  said 
Pleace  that  we  now  live  on  untill  my  son  John  comes  to  ^he  Age 
of  one  and  Twenty  Years  and  then  he  shall  have  it  and  the  said 
John  my  son  shall  give  and  it  shall  be  given  an  Equil  Shear 
Twenty  Pound  between  Jean,  William  and  Joseph  and  Margate « 
end  I give  my  Son  Thomas  two  ews  and  my  son  Robert  my  Goon  and 
my  son  George  one  cow  and  my  son  Walter  one  ew  and  one  Lamb 
and  my  son  Joseph  and  my  Son  William  Shall  when  they  come  to 
the  Eege  of  one  and  Twenty  they  shall  have  a third  Equa 11  Shears 
of  the  Estate  therewith  ther  Sisters  my  Dafters  Elesebeth  shall 
have  one  Fether  Bed  and  my  Dafter  Jean  shall  have  one  Fether  Bed 
and  my  Son  Edward  shall  have  the  Cart  and  Tacklen  and  my  Wile 
shall  at  her  Death  give  hir  bed  to  my  dafter  Margret. 

Signed  and  sealed  being  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

Edward  Thornbrough 

Sarah  Thornbrough 
Thomas  Thornbrough. 

Will  probated  and  letters  testamentary  granted  December  IS,  1734 
to  Jean  Thornbrugh,  George  Thornbrugh  and  Thomas  Thornbrugh. 


(Lancaster,  Pennsylvania) 
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Inventry  filed  1734 

John  D Tripple,  Deputy  Register 
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Resume  : 

From  the  material  which  we  have  presented  here,  it  seems  that  we 
can  make  no  definite  conclusions  concerning  the  relationships  of  the 
various  individuals  listed  in  the  early  minutes  of  Lurgan  and  Ulster 
Province  Meetings c The  Edward  Thornbrough  who,  along  with  his  wife, 
was  disciplined  by  Lurgan  Meeting  as  early  as  1680  would  seem  to  have 
been  too  old  to  be  the  same  man  who  died  in  Lancaster  County  5^  years 

later,  leaving  a number  of  small  children. The  Robert  Thcrnbrough 

whose  disorderly  walking  is  mentioned  in  the  Lurgan  minutes  of  16?6 
and  l680could  possibly  have  been  the  same  man  who  married  Sarah  Jackson 
in  1685,  as  well  as  the  man  who  suffered  imprisonment  for  tithes  in 
1715,  but,  if  so,  he  evidently  walked  a much  narrower  path  in  his  older 
years  than  he  did  in  his  younger  days. 

It  seems  quite  likely  that  Thomas  Thornbrough,  who  married  Sarah 
Hannah  in  1?13»  and  Judith  Thornbrough,  who  married  Alexander  Miller 
in  1715 , were  children  of  Robert  Thornbrough  who  was  imprisoned  in  1715. 

It  also  seem  probable  that  the  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Munallen , who 
was  testified  against?  by  Lurgan  Meeting  in  1708  for  marrying  contrary 
to  discipline,  was  the  same  Edward  Thornbrough  to  whom  the  Lurgan 
Meeting  half-heartedly  granted  a certificate  in  1717,  prior  to  his 
removal  to  America.  This  Edward  might  possibly  have  been  the  son  of 
the  Edward  Thornbrough  and  wife  who  were  disciplined  in  the  earlier 
years  of  Lurgan  Meeting. 

Apparently  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Hannah)  Thornbrough  and  Edward  Thornbrough 
and  their  families  emigrated  from  Ireland  about  the  same  time,  171?  or  1?] 
Thomas  and  Sarah'  first  settled  near  Haddonfield,  New  Jersey  before  moving 
to  Lancaster  County  about  1731*  Edward  and  family  probably  came  first 
to  Christiana  Hundred,  New. Castle  County,  Delaware,  but  at  least  two  of 
the  older  sons,  Thomas  and  Robert  soon  took  up  residence  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  And  Walter  was  listed  as  a taxpayer  in  Bradford  Township, 
Chester  County,  in  1729* 

Edv/ard  Thornbrough  and  his  younger  family  evidently  moved  from  their 
Delaware  home  to  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  in  1?2?. 

The  Joseph  Thornbrough  who  died  in  Lancaster  County  about  1730  was 
evidently  a Quaker,  and  he  nad  at  least  one  son.  The  minutes  of 
New  Garden  M.M.  (Pa.)  states  "Thomas  Thornbury,  son  of  Joseph,  deceased, 
Leacock  Meeting  (Lancaster  County),  is  lately  married  by  a priest,  though 

precau+ ^ned • Disowned  6-5-17^5*" The  Thornbury  Papers  on  file 

in  the  Chester  County  Historical  Society  indicate  that  this  Thomas 
Thornbrough  had  business  dealings  with  various  Chester  County  Quakers, 
including  members  of  the  Buffington  family.  If  this  Thomas  was  one 
of  the  two  Thomas  Thornburys  listed  on  the  West  Bradford  Twp.  tax  rolls 
in  1730,  he  was  evidetly  a grown  man  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death 
and  may  have  been  approaching  middle  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
Thomas  is  believed  to  have  married  Deborah  Price,  daughter  of  Thomas 

Price.  She  had  previously  been  married  to  Bruce.  Thomas  apparently 

had  two  daughter  or  step-daughters:  Alice  who  married  James  Woodward, 
son  of  Thomas  Woodward,  in  1758,  and  Sarah,  who  married  George  Stalker 

in  1?c9.t Joseph  Thornbrough,  the  father  of  Thomas,  was  probably 

a close  relative  of  Edward  Thornbrough,  perhaps  a younger  brother. 

His  son  Thomas  evidently  spent  most  cf  his  life  in  West  Bradford  Twp. , 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  in  the  same  neighborhood  where  Edward’s  sons 
Thomas  and  Robert  and  their  children  lived.  Thomas  Thornbrough  seems 
to  have  been  one  of  the  two  men  nnoo'nted  overseers  of  the  poor  in 
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West  Bradford  Township  in  1759. 
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des  Edward  and  his  "cousin"  Thomas.  thsr»  may  have  been  other 

nbroughs  of  their  generation  living  in  western  Chester  Courty 
in  Lancaster  fo-in+v  in  tho  . . wuunxy 


pay 
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and 


i;«^UCa?t85  C°'Jnty  in  th9  1?3°‘s-  Reference  has  already  "been 
to  the  land  warra  ntv  notation.  » i een 
I me  - ,.AA  ,v  uu  ^ on . jameo  Jeileris  received  a warrant 

,?^r  acres  ln  West  Bradford,  next  to  John  Thornburv  " 

rdmg  to  Edward  Thornbrough  • s will  of  1734,  his  son  John  was  to 
Edward  s farm  when  John  came  to  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years 
-~po  John  was  nearly  21  years  old  at  that  time  and  alread'/had  land 

his  older  brothers  in  West  Bradford.  Perhaps  he  didn't  wan?  to 

ff  hio  younger  brothers  and  sisters  in  order  to  have  his  father's 

e-— -but  it  would  seem  questionable  that  the  West  Bradford  John 

the  son  of  Edward  were  the  same.  ^ciaio-a  John 


S-c?e?yHivt0xiCai  PR70r+hand  /ddresses  of  the  Lancaster  Historical 
ml  9 P*  there  is  a notation  that  : "ca.  1?45  Edward 

Thornbrough  s name  appeared  on  a list  of  subscibers  for  a church 
uildmg  for  the  Church  of  England  in  Lancaster.  He  subscribed  JL  1,  * 

?°l?lbly  have  been  Edward>  the  son  of  the  Edward  who  cried 
n 1734,  but  Edward,  Jr.  seems  to  have  been  living  on  land  adjoining 

Va!rbrN^e?l6:d17y5o!h0maS  T“rouSh-  the  elder,  in  Frederick  County, 


In  the  Thornbury  Papers  at  the  C.C.H.S.,  Box  773,  Folder  #77. 
are  notations  from  the  records  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 
which  are  as  follows:  A l* 


there 

Lancaster,  I 


p.  182  John  Thornbury  M.  Elizabeth  Stevenson,  Dec.  5,  1768. 
p.  192  Ann  Thornbrugh  m.  John  Moore  May'9,'1770. 
p.  197  Margaret  Thornbury  m.  Isaac  Jackson  Feb.  23,  1773. 
p.  216  Susanna  Thornbrugh  m.  Jeremiah  Mosher  July  23,  1778. 
p.  217  Edward  Thornbuy  m.  Mary  Tilly  Nov.  23,  1784. 


ihere  is  also  a notation  that  Thomas  Thornbrugh  (very  fine  signature) 
signs  a marriage  bond  on  behalf  of  Thomas  Carmichael  to  marry  Ann  Gibbons 
reo,  7,1759* 


Earlier  in  the  decade  of  the  1750's  ther  are  references 
records  to  Thomas  Thornbrough,  mason. 


in  Lancaster 


******************** 


An  attempt  will  now  be  made  to  outline  what  information  is  available 
regarding  the  families  of  the  11  children  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  in  Lancaster  County. 


_^can  be  assumed  that  Edward  Thornbrough  was  married  at  least  twice 
an.,  it  is  open  to  question  as  to  whether  he  was  married  three  times. 
if  he  was  the  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Munallen  who  is  mentioned  in  the 
Lugan  M . M . minutes,  he  probably  married  his  second  wife  about  1707. 
however,  there  are  indications  in  his  will  that  he  had  five  younger 
cm  Ldren , most  of  whom  might  have  been  born  between  1720  arid  1730 
constituting  a distinct  family  group.  The  older  children  were  appar- 
ently grown  and  or:  their  own  and  livina  away  from  their  father's  home 


a’  the  time  of  the  narriaaes  of  Thomas  an:i 
on  Tenth  mo.  11,  17? 9. 


6 f 


Robert  at  Birmingham 


Thomas  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick, 

Thomas  nay  have  been  the  oldest  of  the  family.  He  was  listed  as  a 
taxpayer  in  Birmingham  Twp. , Chester  County,  as  early  as  1722,  indi- 
cating that  he  was, probably  born  at  least  as  early  as  1?00.  He  was 
married  on  Tenth  no.  11,  1729  to  Charity  Davis  of  Thorn bury  Twd. , 
daughter  of  John  Davis  (dec'd  in  1720)  and  Mary  Davis.  The  mar^ia^e 
took  place  at  Birmingham  Meeting,  under  the  care  of  Concord  Monthly 
Meeting.  .According  to  the  will  of  John  Davis  (Chester  County  Wills, 
vc.  1,  p.  27),  substantiated  by  the  signatures  on  the  weddinc-  c^rti-* 
ficatas  of  Thomas  and  Charity  (Davis)  Thornbrough  and  of  Rdbert  and 
Susannah  (Davis)  Thornbrough,  the  children  of  John  and  Mary  Davis 
v/ere:_  Charity,  Susannah,  Abraham,  John,  Daniel,  Isaac,  Ann , Hannah, 
and  Mary . It  was  probably  John  Davis,  Jr.  who  signed  the  inventory 
list  of  the  estate  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick. 

Thomas  Thornbrough ' s first  wife,  Charity  (Davis)  Thornbrough  seems 
to  have  died  within  two  or  three  years  of  her  marriage,  leaving  no 
surviving  children.  About  1733  Thomas  Thornbrough  married  Elizabeth 
Woodward,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Deborah  (Stanfield)  Woodward. 

They  were  married  outside  of  Quaker  meeting,  but  this  does  not  seem 
to  have  come  to  the  attention  of  Concord  M.M.  until  4-4-1739. 

Thomas  was  disowned  by  Concord  Friends  9-5-1739.  ' Elizabeth  (Woodward) 
Thornbrough  was  a member  of  Bradford  M.M.  She  was  complained  of  for 
marriage  out  of  meeting,  though  precautioned,  late  in  1733  and  disowned 
early  in  173^»  Her  acknowledgement  of  going  out  in  marriage  was 
accepted  by  Bradford  M.M.  on  Sept.  7,  1734. 

Thomas  Thornbrough&cquired  at  least  one  200  acre  tract  in  West 
Bradford  Twp.  (warrant  dated  Feb.  28,  1734)  and  another  212  acre 
tract  in  East  Bradford  (warrant  dated  March  12,  1734). 

Thomas  Thornbrough  died  in  17^2,  and  his  widow  again  married  out  of 
meeting,  John  Young,  for  which  she  was  disowned  by  Bradford  M.M.  in 
1743.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Woodward)  Thornbrough  had  four  sons, 
who  were  under  the  care  of  the  Chester  County  Orphans  Court  for  a 
number  of  years  after  their  father* s death.  All  of  them  seem  to  have 
left  the  Society  of  Friends  and  joined  the  Baptists.  It  appears  that 
they  and  their  descendants  did  not  join  the  migration  to  the  Carolinas 
and  Virginia.  If  they  moved  West,  they  moved  through  western  Pennsylvania 
to  Ohio. 

The  names  of  the  four  sons  were  as  follows: 


/.  William  Thornbfough,  b.  Sept.  17,  1736,  d.  1772.  While  a young  man, 
he  became  involved  in  the  conflict  with  the  Indians  in  western°Pennsy 1- 


vania . He  wrote  an  interesting  account  of  his  experiences,  a manuscript 
copy  of  which  is  on  file  with  the  Thornbury  Papers  at  the  Chester  County 
Historical  Society,  Box  474,  Folder  8.  It  is  entitled  "The  Olden 
Time.^a  Tale  of  the  French  and  Indian  War/'  William  married  Ann 
leans  ley,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Conway)  Yearsloy,  b.  1742*,  d.  18  31. 
?ne  carried  2d  Joseph  Clark,  who  died  in  1794.  William  and  Ann’had  on* 
son,  -Joseph  Thornbrough,  b.  1765/1766,  d.  1857.  Stories  have  been  wov-n 
uroj.nd  n is  being  a drummer  boy  at  the  Baffle  of  Brandywine.  It  is 
questionable  whether  they  have  any  bas ' 3 in  fact.  Joseph  Thornbrough 
married  ir.  1?89  Elizabeth  Shanklin,  b.  17?0,  d.  18^2.  They  had  a 
lar  --  family:  Anna,  Warren,  Lewis,  Joseph,  Thomas,  William',  John,  Yearalev 
^ * Eli  zabet.h , Jacob,  Madison.  This  family  seenn  to  have  moved  to 
Onio  and  points  West. 


Richard,  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Woodward)  Thornbrough, 
born  Feb.  25,  1737/33,  died  1319*  He  married  in  1764  Mary  Years ley. 

Their  children:  Thomas  married  Elisabeth  'Woodward  - Ten  children 

Mary  maried  James  Pennock. 

Joseph,  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Woodward)  Thornbrough, 
born  July  22,  1739,  died  1809.  He  married  Sarah  Clayton  in  1765. 

Their  children:  Caleb,  Sarah  ( Frankelbury ) , Elizabeth  (Evans),  Orpha 
(miller),  and  Rachel  (unmarried). 

Edward,  fourth  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Woodward)  Thornbrough, 
born  1741,  di&iji  1508.  He  married  in  I76 6 Susanna  (Chamberlain)  Yearsleji 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Cecily  Chamberlain.  They  had  no  children. 


II.  Robert  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick. 

Robert  Thornbrough  was  listed  as  a taxpayer  in  Bradford  Township, 

Chester  County,  Pa.  as  early  as  1725.  On  Tenth  Month  11,  1729  he  rnarriec 
Susanna  Davis,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Davis.  As  has  previously  been 
mentioned,  this  was  on  the  same  day  that  his  brother , Thomas , married 
Charity  Davis,  sister  of  Susanna. 

On  4-4  1739  it  was  reported  to  Concord  Monthly  Meeting  that  Robert 
Thornbury  had  joined  another  religious  society.  On  5-6-1739  Concord 
Monthly  Meeting  made  a minute  that,  "The  Meeting  doth  esteem  the  said 

Robert  to  be  no  member  of  our  Society." His  wife  Susanna  Thornbury 

was  reported  to  desire  to  remain  under  Friends'  care.  Robert  Thornbrough 
died  August  3,  1743* 

Robert  and  Susanna  Thornbrough  are  believed  to  have  had  one  son,  Robert, 
who  died  in  1759*  In  1755  Robert,  the  younger,  married  Ruth  Garrison? 
and  they  had  two  daughters,  Susanna  and  Ruth.  Ru th( Garris on ) Thorn- 
brough married  Thomas  Liggett  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband. 

III.  George  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick. 

t 

Although  George  Thornbrough  was  named  as  an  executor  of  his  father's 
will,  he  was  Ustz£  after  Thomas  and  Robert  in  the  granting  of  bequests. 

It  is  therefore  likely  that  he  was  third  in  age  among  the  brothers* 

He  may  have  been  named  executor  because  he  lived  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood as  his  father's  younger  family,  or  his  father  may  have  simply  had 
more  confidence  in  his  business  ability.  He  is  listed  as  being  present 
when  the  will  was  probated  on  December  18,  1734. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  link  this  George  Thornbrough  with  a George 
Thornbrough  who  lived  in  Monmouth  County,  N.J.  and  who  was  witness  to 
wills  in  1728  and  1732,  and  who  was  dead  by  1734.  He  must  have  been 
born  about  1705  and  had  no  children  (From  the  Thornberry  Papers  in  the 
Chester  County  Historical  Society).  It  seems  quite  unlikely  that  these 
two  were  the  same  man. 

There  seems  to  be  no  mention  anywhere  .’George  Thornbrough  after 
December  18,  1734. 
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IV.  Walter  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick. 

In  1729  Walter  Thornbury  was  listed  as  a taxpayer  in  Bradford  Township, 
Chester  County,  a single  freeman. 

On  Tenth  Month  11,  1729  he  signed  the  marriage  certificates  of  Thomas 
and  Charity  (Davis)  Thornbrough  and  of  Robert  and  Susannah  (Davis) 
Thornbrough  at  Birmingham  Meeting. 

John  Wistsr  of  Philadelphia  County  obtained  a warrant  Dec,  3>  1739 
for  100  acres  in  Warwick  next  to  Walter  Thornbury. 

On  1-18-1740/41  Walter  Thornbrough  was  listed  as  a signer  of  the 
marriage  certificate  of  Thoms  TherVnbrough , son  of  Thomas,  and  Abigail 
Brown,  daughter  of  James  Brown,  at  Opecken  (Hopewell)  Virginia.. 

On  Nov.  18,  1752  Walter  Thornburry  was  granted  368  acres  on  North  Run 
of  Middle  Creek,  Frederick  County, .Virginia. 

There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  the  date  when  Walter  Thornbrough  moved 
to  North  Carolina.  However,  in  the  records  of  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting, 
N.C.,  he  is  listed  as  residing  at  Deep  River,  Roan  County.  Deep  River 
Meeting  was  a preparative  meeting  of  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting  from 
1759  to  1778,  at  which  time  Deep  River  was  established  as  a separate 
monthly  meeting. 

There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  the  marriage  of  Walter  Thornbrough. 

There  may  be  records  in  North  Carolina  which  indicate  that  his  wife’s 
name  in  his  later  years  was  Margaret.  He  was  likely  first  married  in 

the  early  173&' s.  A Hannah  Thornbrough  is  listed  as  one  of  the 

signers  of  the  marriage  certificate  of  Thomas  Thornbrough  and  Abigail 
Erown  in  1740/41,  the  same  certificate  which  bears  Walter  Thornbroughs 
signature.  However,  she  could  have  been  an  unmarried  daughter  of  the 
elder  Thomas  Thornbroug  and  his  wife,  Sarah.  If  she  was  the  wife  of 
Walter  Thornbrough,  she  might  possiblypave  been  Hannah  Davis,  one  of 
the  sisters  of  Charity  and  Susanna  Dav ’ 3 wh o married  Wa Ite r * s brothers , 
Thomas  and  Robert. 


Henry  Thornbrough  was  probably  the  oldest  son  of  Walter  Thornbrough. 

"In  Salem  Archives  is  a package  of  certificates  of  Survey  made.by  Earl 
C-ranville’s  surveyors  P534,  year  1753*  Zabuland  Grant  422  acres  on 
South  Fork  of  Deep  River,  Rowan  County,  among  others  Henry  Thornbrough 
surveys."— D.  L.  Thornbury  Papers,  Chester  County  Historical  Society, 

Box  4?5,  Folder  43. The  records  of  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting,  N.C., 

state  thaton  7,  12,  1738,  Henry  Thornbrugh,  son  of  Walter,  Roan  Co., 
married  Rachel  Moon.  They  had  children:  Margaret,  Hannah,  Walter,  Mary, 
Rachel,  Jane,  Ann,  Henry,  Lourath  (dt.),  Charity,  Saphira,  and  Richard. 

The  elder  Henry  Thornbrough  died  4-24-1804  as  a member  of  Lest  Creek 
Monthly  Meeting  in  Tennessee. 

It  seems  most  possible  that  the  Jane  Thornbrugh  who  was  reported  married 
to  Richard  Mendenhall  in  the  New  Garden  records  dated  6,  24,  1738  was  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Thornbrough,  although  some  genealogists  seem  to  disagr 
Richard  Mendenhall  was  the  oldest  son  of  Mordecai  Mendenhall  and  Charity 
(Beeson)  Mendenhall..  Richard  was  born  9-1-1737*  Although  the  Mendenhall 
arc- dab ly  had  moved  to  North  Carolina  about  1731.  they  seemed  to  have  lived 
m the  same  general  neighborhood  as  the  Thornbroughs  in  Virginia,  and 
the  olo^r  generation  had  known  each  other  at  Leacock  Meeting  in  Lancaster 
n 'Mi- + v , prj . The  Walter  Thornbroughs  probably  settled  near  the  Mordecai 


Mendenhall s in  North  Carolina.  The  Mordecai  P.iendenhalls  attended  Deep 
River  Meeting  until  Springfield  Meeting  was  established. 

Margaret  Thornbrough,  daughter  of  Walter  Thornbrough,  married 

John  Cannady  under  the  care  of  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting  on  4-10-1765. 

.vary  ( Thornbrough ) Turner,  daughter  of  Walter  Thornbroughm  was  reported 
to  have  married  oih  of  unity,  according  to  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting 
minutes  of  2-23-l?o5» 


Edward  Thornbrough,  son  of  Walter  Thornbrough  married  4-5-1769  ,ur,der  ' 
the  care  of  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting,  Elizabeth  Mendenhall,  daughter 
of  Steven  and  Sarah  Mendenhall.  They  are  listed  as  having  children: 
Elizabeth,  £ A a ^ f -- 


Joseph  Thornbrough,  son  of  Walter,  was  disowned  by  New  Garden  Monthly 
Meeting  on  2-26-1774  for  marrying  out  of  unity.  However,  it  appears 
that  this  family  became  members  of  Friends  in  later  years,  in  Springfield 
Monthly  Meeting.  If  this  is  the  family,  the  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth 
and  the  children  were:  Mary,  Susannah,  William,  Margret , . Jane , Elizabeth, 
Hannah,  Walter,  Lydia,  Joseph,  and  Sarah. 


In  the  Delmar  Thornbury  papers  at  the  Chester  County  Historical 
Society,  mention  is  made  of  a genealogy  of  the  descendants  of  Walter 
Thornbrough  compiled  by  Munsell.  This  was  apparently  only  a small 
booklet  and  may  have  been  published  about  1880.  Probably  it  does  not 
throw  a great  deal  of  light  on  Walter  Thornbrough  or  his  immediate  family 

C.  Oo\£_  <>-  j— "t  ? ) 

.According  to  Hinshaw’s  Encyclopedia  of  Quaker  Genealogy,  v.  1,  p.  577, 
Walter  Thornburgh  was  disowned  by  New  Garden  M.M.  (N.C.)  on  10  mo.  28, 
1769.  The  reason  for  disownment  is  not  given,  but  the  actual  minutes 
might  give  some  clue.  If  this  refers  to  the  elderly  Walter  Thornbrough, 
it  is  possible  that  he  could  have  been  disowned  because  of  sentiments 
or  activities  in  support  of  the  Regulator  movement. 


According  to  the  Delmar  Thornbury  papers,  there  is 


a notation  found 
xl,  pp.  260,  on  file 


in  the  .Colonial  Records  North  Carol  ina . Volume 

in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  that: 

The  following  are  copies  of  some  papers  found  at  the  house  of 

Herman  Husbands:  , , , n nn-, 

Jan • xh 9 17 ( 1 

William  Field,  John  Field,  Joseph  Robins,  John  Bell, 

Alexander  Smith,  William  Thornbury,  Edward  Thornbury,  on  a 
Committee  of  Regulators  to  meet  out  punishment  to  a certain 
George  Mabrv , guiit-y  of  certain  offenses. 


The  William  Thornbury  whose  name  is  included  on  this  list  was  probably 
-fra  younger  brother  of  Walter  Thornbrough.  Edward  Thornbury  could  have 
been  Walter's  brother,  but  it  also  could  h^,re  been  Walter  * s son*  _ 

Julia  S. . Whiteprote  an  article  in  the ■ Bulletin  of  the  Friends  Historical 
Society,  vol.  *5  * no.  3 (May  1914)  entitled,  "A  Church  Quarrel  and  What 
Resulted."  In  this  article  she  states  that  Edward  Thornbrough  and  Jesse 
Lane  were  disowned  by  New  Garden  M.M.  because  of  their  activities  with 
the  Regulator  movement.  However,  Hirshav/'s  Encvclo>  ed  ia  + states 
only  that  Edward  Thornbrough  was  reported  to  have  married  out  of 
unity  on  1 , 27 , 1770 , and  makes  no  statement  that  he  was  disowned.  This 
was  cv • dnrtlv  anotner  Edward  Thornbrough  than  Walter's  son,  who  seems 
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t o have  been  married  with  the  blessing;  of  the  meeting  on  4-5-1769. 

The  Encyclopedia  states  that  Jesse  lane  was  disowned  4-30-1774,  v.'hich 
would  seem  to  have  been  some  time  after  the  fervor  of  the  Regulator 
movement  had  passed 0 Jesse  Lane  was  evidently  only  a young  man  at 
this  time,  and  if  he.  had  been  collaborating  with  an  Edward  Thornbrough 
ir.  Regulator  activities,  this  Edward  was  also  likely  of  the  younger 
genera 1 1 on ► 

Vc  Edward  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  Lancaster 
County,  Pa. 

Edward  Thorr.bury's  . name  is  listed  among  the  signers  of  the  marriage 
certificates  of  Thormas  and  Charity  (Davis)  Thornbury  and  of  Robert 
and  Susannah  (Davis)  Thornbury  on  Tenth  Month  11,  1729*  If  he  was 
old  enough  to  attend  this  occasion  on  his  own,  some  twenty-five  or 
more  miles  away  from  his  father°s  home,  he  must  have  been  at  least  16 
or  18  years  old  at  this  time.  It  is  likely  that  he  was  working  in 
the  Birmingham  neighborhood. 

/^ccordini,  to  the  will  of  Gwyn  Morgan  of  the  Borough  of  Lancaster, 

dated  August  11,  1746,  proved  September  26,  1?46 Edward  Thornbrough 

had  married  Gwyn  Morgan's  daughter,  Ann,  and  the  couple  had  a son,  Thomas 
Thornbrough.  Both  Ann  and  her  son  were  willed  40  foot  lots  in  the 
borough  of  Lancaster. 

On  Jul^  11,  1764,  Thomas  Thornbrough  of  New  Marlborough,  Rowan  County, 
North  Carolina,  deeded  to  James  Miller  of  Lancaster  County,  mason, 
a lot  which  had  -been  devised  to  Thomas  Thornbrough  in  his  grandfather's 
will. 

On  the  same  day,  June  11,  1764,  Edward  Thornbrough  and  Ann,  his  wife, 
of  the  Township  of  New  Marlborough,  County  of  Roan,  Province  of  N.C., 

deeded  a lot  in  Lancaster  to  James  Miller  of  Lancaster.  ' Deed  Book  U, 

pp.  694-695*  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 

Among  the  Northern  Neck  Grants  in  Virginia  - November  26,  1750,  Book  H, 

Page  223*  862  acres  (to)  Thomas  Thornbrough  the  Elder  of  Frederick 

County,  Va.  on  Middle  Creek  adjoining  Edward  Thombrugh,’  being  a part 
of  the  former  grant. 

From  this  last  notation,  it  appears  that  Edward  Thornbrough  lived 

for  a time  on  Middle  Creek  in  the  same  neighborhood  where  his  father's 
cousin,  Thomas,  lived.  Edward's  brother,  Walter,  also  seemed  to  be 
residing  in  the  same  locality  at  this  time.  The  two  brothers,  Edward 
and  Walter,  seemed  to  have  both  moved  on  to  North  Carolina  and  probably 
settled  in  the  same  general  area  of  the  Piedmont.  Their  younger  brothers, 
William  and  Joseph,  probably  preceded  "them , William  ,making  the  move  . in  17  f 

VI.  Elizabeth  Thornbrough , daughter  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  Lancaste 
County,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Thornbury  is  listed  as  one  of  the  signers  of  the  two  Thornbury' 
marriage  certificates  at  Birmingham  Meeting  on  Tenth  Month  11,  1729, 
and  she  is  remembered  in  her  father's  will  in  1734.  Along  with  Thomas, 
Robert,  George , Waiter,  and  Edward,  she  evidently  belonged  to  the  older 
grouping  of  children  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  However,  there 
seems  to  be  no  farther  record  concerning  her,  at  least  under  her  maiden 


VII.  John  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa 

Besides  his  father's  will,  there  seems  to  be  no  other  record  which 
clearly  refers  to  this  John  Thornbrough.  As  of  Second ' month , 13,  173k, 
he  was  not  yet  21  years  of  age,  and  he  probably  lacked  several  years 
of  attaining  this  age  at  that  time.  He  was  probably  the  oldest  of  the 

five  younger  children  of  Edward  Thornbrough,  Jean,  William,  Joseph, 

and  Margaret  being  younger.  Perhaps  Walter  Thornbrough  managed  the 
Warwick  farm  until  John  was  old  enough  to  take  it  over.  Perhaps  John 
accompanied  the  rest  of  the  family  on  the  southern  migration  but  is 

not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  records,  or  perhaps  he  died  young. - 

We  have  already  noted  that  a John  Thornbur.y  was  living  in  West  Bradford, 
Chester  County , Pa.  in  1735* 

VIII . . Jean  Thornbrough , daughter  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick. 

According  to  the  listing  in  her  father's  will,  Jean  was  probably 
younger  than  John  and  older  than  William,  although  it  is  possible 
that  she  could  have  been  older  than  John.  No  other  record  of  Jean 
Thornbrough  seems  to  exist.  It  would  appear  that  "Jean”  may  have 
been  an  alternative  spelling  of  "Jane".  At  least/  two  of  the  grand- 
daughters of  the  elder  Edward  Thornbrough  seem  to  have  been  named 
Jane,  probably  after  Edward's  wife  or  daughter. 

IX.  . William  Thornbrough , son  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  Lancaster  Co., 

According  to  the  records  of  Center  M.M.  (N.C.),  William  Thornbrough 
died  2-12-1786,  aged  62  years  and  was  buried  2-14-1786  at  Marlboro. 

He  was  evidently  born  in  1723  or  early  1724. 

On  11-4-1752,  William  Thornbrugh  was  received  on  certificate  from 
Hopewell  M.M. , ( Va. )by  Cane  Creek  M.M.  (N.C.)  The  certificate. was 
dated  7-6-1752.  He  had  evidently  come  south  in  the  company  of  Thomas 
Thornbrough,  son  of  Thomas  Thornbrough , ' s irice  their  certificates  were 
granted  at  Hopewell  and  received  at  Cane  Creek  on  the  same  days. 

William  Thornbrough ' s wife  was  named  Martha,  but  there  seems  to  be 
no  record  of  her  maiden  name  or  the  date  of  their  marriage. 

George  Thornbrough,  son  of  William  and  Martha,  b.  5-31-1755*  d.  8-31-1795 
married  11-5-1777  Mary  Norton,  under  the  care  of  Center  M.M.  (N.C.). 

They  had  children:  William  Sarah,  Elizabeth' • 

Martha  Thornbrough,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha,  married  Jacob 
Jackson  on  -11-28-1793*  under  the  care  of  Center  M.M. 

William  Thornbrough,  believed  to  be  a son  of  William  and  Martha,  was 
listed  in  the  I78C  Census  of  North  Carolina  - and  apparently  had  children 

In  our  discussion  of  Walter  Thornbrough,  it  was  mentioned  that  William 
Thornbrough  was  apparently  active  on  a committee  of  the  Regulators. 

X.  Joseph  Thornbrough  - Son  of  Edward  and  Jean  Thornbrough  of  Warwick, 
Lancaster  County,  Pa. 

Joseph  Thornbrough  was  probably  younger  than  his  brother  William.  His 
family  has  been  described  quite  folly  in  Tne  Thornburg  Family  of  Randolph 
County , Indiana  by  Tho.rnbu.ry  and  Heiss.  In  that  study,  his  date  of 
birt.M  is  estimated  to  have  been  about  1730,  but  no  grounds  are  given 
a oasis  for  this  est;matee 
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Clare  Thornburgh  Boyles  of  Indiana  wrote  to  Delmar  Thornburv  that 
Cose  oh  Thornbury  was  the  son  of  William  Thornbury,  born  in  Ireland, 
married  in  Ireland,  coining  to  America  in  172  5*  Joseph  was  born 

6 weeks  after  coming  to  Pennsylvania  (1725) • It  is  not  known 

how  flare  fhornbugh  Boyles  acquired  this  information.  It  might  have 
had  some  little  basis  of  fact,  but  have  become  much  distorted  through 
the  years. 

Joseph  Thornbrough  is  believed  to  have  married  Ann  Armfield,  who  was 
received  by  certificate  by  Cane  Creek  M.M.  on  3-7-1752.  On  11-30-1754 

Ann  Thornbrugh  condemned  her  marrying  out  of  unity  at  a session  of 

New  Garden  M.1V],  (N.C,).  Joseph  thornbrugh  was  received  into  membership 
by  New  Garden~M.M.  on  9-25-1756  at.  his  own  request. 

Joseph  and  Ann  Thornbrough  had  the  follov/ing  children: 

Jane  b.  10-21-175'+  d.  8-17-1763. 


Edward  b.  3-30-1757 » 1st  married  ca.  1780 f.Phebe  . 

Children:  Sarah,  Ann,  Elizabeth,'  Margaret,  Nathan,  Joseph, 
Phoebe,  Jane,  Edward,  Jacob. 

2d  married  Keziah  Wright  9-1-1803  Probably  no  children. 

Joseph  b.  2-29-1759  married  2-14-1782  Rachel  Brown  of  Cans  Creek 
Children:  William,  John  Joseph,  Edward,  Joel,  Isaac,  Hannah.  M.R' 

Ann  b.  11-22-1761  married  5-5-1784  Joseph  Hoggatt. 


Mary  b.  3-13-1764 

Margaret  b.  1-10-176? 
Elizabeth  b.  2-1-1769 
Isaac  b.  10-6-l??6  d. 


1st  married  2-11-1784  Nathan  Hiatt. 

2d  married  1790  William  Hodgson 

married  3-8-1786  Stephen  Hoggatt. 

d.  ?-10-l?94  m.  3-8-1786  Hur  Hodgson. 

8-28-1862  m.  10-4-1792  ^ebeccah  Hodgson. 


Margaret  Thornbrough  was  probably  the  youngest  child  of  Edward  and 
Jean  Thornbrough  of  Warwick,  Lancaster  County.  There  seems  to  be 
nc  record  of  Margaret  Thornbrough  except  that  which  is  contained  in 
her  father’s  will. 


In  concluding  this  outline  of  the  descendants  of^Edward  Thornbrough^ 
who  died  in  Lancaster  County,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  complete  record  of  the  families  of  his  sons  who 
went  to  North  Carolina,  except  perhaps  for  the  children  of  Joseph. 
Edward,  the  son  of  Edward,  might  not  even  have  been  a member  of  Friendd, 
so  his  family  would  probably  not  apoear  in  Friends  records.  If  he 
had  other  children  than  Thomas,  it  is  likely  that  they  were  born  after 
their  grandfather,  Gwyn  Morgan,  dated  hiswill,  on  August  11,.1?46. 
it  is  unlikely  that  he  would  have  remembered  one  grandchild  and  not 

others.  Also,  William  Thornbrough  might  have  had  other  children 

who  are  not  specifically  mentioned  as  such  in  Friends’  records.  The 
Edward  Thornbrough  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Regulators  could 
possibly  have  been  his  son,  ‘if  William  had  beer,  married  for  some  time 
before  he  same  to  North  Carolina  from  Virginia. 


The  remainder  of  this  paper  will  be  devoted  to  tracing  the  later 
years  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Hannah)  Thornbrough  following  their 
signing  as  witnesses  to  the  will  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick, 

Lancaster  County,  Pa.  An  attempt  will  be  made  to  trace  their  immediate 
desoendan is » 

At  the  time  they  witnessed  the  signing  of  the  will,  they  were  apparently  I 
residing  in  Lancaster  County  and  probably  attended  Leacock  Friends 
Meeting  which,  a l^r'-'T  with  Sadsbu^y  Meeting,  was  set  off  from  New  Garden 
Monthly  Meeting  (Fa.)  late  in  1737  to  form  Sadsbur.y  Monthly  Meeting 
cf  Friends. 

A minute  of  New  Garden  M*M.  for  8-29-1737  notes  that  Margaret  Thornbury, 
daughter  of  Thomas,  was  complained  of  for  marriage  out  of  meeting;  now 
Margaret  Atkinson. 

In  the  Historical  Papers  of  the  Lancaster  Historical  Society , Vol.  XI, 

p.  24-25,  there  is  an  article,  "An  Old  Mill  and  its  Owners."  

"Between  Gnaeff's  Landing  and  Reigarts  Landing was  built  in  former 

dfvs the  very  first  mill  in  Lancaster  County. According  to 

Rupp  it  was  built  at  great  expense  in  the  same  year  that  the  town  was 
laid  out,  1730,  -and  the  earliest  mention  of  the  fulling  mill  in  any 
deed  I have  seen  is  in  Record  Book  L,  p.  62,  when  for  the  sum  of\40 
and  for  his  natural  affection,  Stephen  Atkinson,  under  date  of  March  30, 
1739,  recorded  April  21,  1765,  conveys  to  his  son  Matthew,  this  property, 
subject  to  a mortgage  to  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Office,  for 
1,737,  dated  March  8,  1737,  The  witnesses  are  Samuel  Reed,  Thomas 
Thornbrough,  and  Thomas  Cockson 

According  to  the'  same  Historical  Papers , v»  26,  p.  85,  Thomas  Thornbrough 
and  Edward  Thornbrough  were  active  in  local  public  affairs  in  Lancaster 
County  during  the  five  or  six  years  until  173&. 

The  following  is  taken  from  therecords  of  Sadsbury  Monthly  Meeting: 

1740,  2 mo.  7,  Thomas  Thornbrough  and  family  request  certificate; 
signed  3 mo.  5,  1740. 

The  following  record  appears  among  Virgnia  marriages  which  were  recorded 

cy  Now  Garden  Monthly  Meeting  (N.C.). At  New  Garden  it  was  the  custom 

to  record  the  names  of  only  twelve  witnesses  of  a marriage,  no  matter 
how  many  names  appeared  on  a certificate*  There  are  very  few  records 
preserved  of  the  early  years  of  Hopewell  Monthly  Meeting  in  Virginia, 
since  the  minute  book  and  accompanying  records  were  destroyed  in  a 
fire  in  1759: 

Thos.  Thornbrug,  s.  of  Thos.  of  Middle  Creek  on  Opeckan  in 
Frederick  Co.  Va.,  married  Abigail  Brown,  dt.  of  James  of  same 
place,  18th  of  1st  mo.,  1740/41,  O.S.  which  is  29th  of  3d  mo.  N.S. 
They  had  declared  marriage  intentions  at  several  monthly  meetings 
held  at  Opeckan.  Witnesses:  Thos.  Thornbrough,  James  Brown, 

James  Brittain,  John  Gayham , Walter  Thornbrug,  Richard  Beeson, 
Hannah  Thornbrug’n,  Mary  Wall,  Ann  Beeson,  Charity  Beeson,  Sarah 
Wood,  and  Elisabeth  Beeson. 

Tt  appears  that  the  marriage  ceremony  itself,  while  having  had  the 
approval  of  The  Monthly  Meeting  held  at  Hopewell,  was  held  under  the 
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care  of  a subordinate  meeting  called  Providence  Meeting,  or  "Beesons' 
meeting  (also  Tuscarora)  held  at  or  near  the  home  of  Richard  Beeson 
she  elder*  The  Thornbroughs  were  said  to  r located  on  Middle  Creek, 
within  she  borders  of  v/ha t is  r -v  Berkeley  County , '.Vest  Virginia. 


During  the 
but  until  t 


l?60*s  a friends  Meeting  was  established  at  Middle  Creek 
t time  the  Thornbroughs  probably  attended  at  Providence. 


»• 
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E.  Howard  Drake,  in  a letter  to  Delmar  Thornbury  dated  Jan.  23,  1940 

wrote:  "(Thomas  Thornbury)  lived  for  a time  in  the  Shenandoah 

Valley  of  Virginia  near  Winchester.  Thomas  Thornbury  erected  a stone 

house  with  an  artesian  well  in  the  basement a fortunate  precaution 

against  Indian  raids.  This  house  passed  to  his  younger  son,  Benjamin, 
who  was  my  ancestor,  and  from  him  out  of  the  Thornbury  family.  However, 
part  of  the  original  structure  is  still  standing,  and  I have  snapshots 
of  it, " Thornbury  Papers,  CoC.H.S.,  Box  472,  Folder  54, 

41so  from  the  research  of  E.  Howard  Drake:  From  the  Frederick  Co.,  Va. 

County  Court  Order  Book,  #4,  p.  114: "At  a Court  continued  and  held 

for  Frederick  County  cm  Wednesday  ye  12th  day  of  February  1752 

Thomas  Thornberry,  one  of  ye  people  called  Quakers  came  into  Court 
and  solemnly  affirmed  that  he  is  the  Thomas  Thornberry  v/hose  life  is 
mentioned  in  the  lease  of  Kempstown  and  farm  on  McCoole's  Estate  in 

the  County  of  (in  Ireland)*" Howard  Drake  goes  on 

to  say:  "The  Directory  of  the  National  Library  of  Ireland  advised  me 
there  was  no  Kempstown  in  Ireland,  but  the  locality  of  Campstown  is 

found,  in  County  Cavan." Thornbury  Papers,  C.C.H.S.,  Box  472, 

Folder  54. 

There  are  several  records  of  land  transactions  in  Virginia  in  which 
Thomas  and  Sarah  Thornbrough  were  involved: 

Northern  Neck  Grants  - Nov.  ?6th  1750,  Book  H,  Page  223* 

862  acres  Thomas  Thornbrough,  the  Elder  ofFrederick  County,  Va. 
on  Middle  Creek  adjoining  Edward  Thornbrugh,  being  a part  of 
the  former  grant. 

Frederick  Co.,  Va.  - County  Seat  Winchester,  Va. 

Aug.  6,  1754  Thomas  Thornburgh  & Sarah  of  Frederick  County 

deed  land,  251  acres  to  Samuel  Parks  of  the  same  'being 

part  of  the  862  acre  tract. 

Oct.  3>  1756  Thomas  Thornborough  & Sarah  deed  land.  Frederick 
Co.,  Va.  Deed  Book  4,  Page  184. 


A deed  Dated  May  4th  1756  transfers  from  Thomas  Thornbrough 
of  Frederick  County,  Va.  to  David  Miller  of  the  same  place, 
conveys  360  acres  of  land,  being  part  of  the  802  acre  tract. 

It  has  been  conjectured  that  the  David  Miller  referred  to  in  the  last 
transaction  might  have  been  a nephew  of  Thomas  Thornbrough,  a son 
of  the  Judith  Thornbrough  and  Alexander  Miller  who  were  married  at 
Ccoteh.ill  Meeting  in  County  Cavan  in  1715* 


Sometime  in  late  1? 
forced  tc  flee  fro." 
Pa.,  where  there  da 

The  minutes  of  the- 
Meeting  of  Friends 


56  or  early  1757* Thomas  and  Sarah  Thornbrough  were 
their  home  in  Virginia  and  return  to  pear  Ifancaster. 
ranter  Margaret  Atkinson  probably  still  lived. 

Meetings  for  Sufferings  of  Philadelphia  Yearly 
read  as  f o 1 1 owe : 
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At  a Monthly  Meeting  for  Sufferings  held  at  the  School  House 
ir  Philadelphia  6 no.  ?:h  1757 

The  Meeting  was  ir.  formed  that  Thomas  Thornbrugh  & 

his  wife,  two  aged  Friends  lately  belonging  to  the  Monthly 
Meeting  of  Hopewell  within  the  Compass  of  Chester  County 
| Quarterly  Meeting  have  sometime  ago  teen  driven  from  their 

Habitation  by  the  Incurs--  of  the  Indian  Enemies  on  the 
Frontiers  & thereby  suffered  very  considerable  loss  & that  they 
at  present  reside  near  Lancaster.  Some  Members  of  this  Meeting 
having  lately  had  an  Opportunity  of  conversing  with  them  by 
which  they  find  their  Situation  will  be  likely  to  require  the 
Notice  & Care  of  this  Meeting • 

Throughout  the  coming  year  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  was  kept  informed 
of  the  needs  of  Thomas  Thornbrough  and  his  wife.  They  granted  them 
at  least in  relief  funds,  through  an  intermediary,  Isaac  Whitelock, 
who  seemed  to  be  the  leader  of  the  Friends  at  Lancaster  at  that  time# 
However,  Thomas  died  in  the  latter  part  of  1758*  Sarah  may  have 
preceded  him  in  death. 

In  his  will  dated  7 mo.  20,  1758  and  finally  probated  Nov.  10,  1758, 
Thomas  Thornbrough  directed  that  the  Friends  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  in  Philadelphia  be  paid  Ten  Pounds  to  be  applied  by  such 
Friends  in  purchasing  the  lands  of  the  Indians  at  Opeckon,  provided 
that  such  a thing  be  accomplished  within  three  years  after  Thomas's 
decease.  His  real  and  personal  estate  was  to  be  sold  in  2 years  and 
the  money  paid  to  his  three  children,  Robert,  Benjamin,  and  Margaret  . 
equally. The  will  makes  no  mention  of  any  other  children. 

The  Friends  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity  had  been  concerned  for  many 
years  that  the  Quaker  settlers  at  Hopewell  had  not  purchased  their 
lands  from  the  Indians  before  moving  to  Virginia.  However,  the  settlers 
had  made  the  excuse  that  the  Indians  had  mostly  moved  away  and  there 
were  none  left  with  which'to  bargain.  The  minutes  for  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  indicate  that  shortly  after  Thomas  Thornbrough 8 s death, 
a committee  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  traveled  to  Virginia  and 
attempted  to  reach  an  understanding  with  Hopewell  Friends  concerning 
this  matter. 

We  will  now  attempt  to  outline  what  is  known  concerning  the  immediate 

descendants  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Hannah)  Thornbrough. 

As  has  previously  been  indicated,  Margaret  Thornbrough,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (Hannah)  Thornbrough,  seems  to  have  married 
Matthew  Atkinson,  son  of  Stephen  Atkinson,  probably  early  in  1737* 

Records  of  her  descendants  may  exist,  but  they  are  not  readily  available. 
As  far  as  is  known,  this  family  remained  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 

Although  Thomas  Thornbrough,  the  Elder,  made  no  mention  of  a son, 

Thomas,  in  his  will,  it  has  been  assumed  that  theThomas  Thornbrough, 
the  son  of  Thomas,  who  married  Abigail  Brown  on  1-18-17^0/1  was  his 
son.  This  couple  and  their  family  moved  to  North  Carolina  in  1752. 

A long  v/ith  William  Thornbrough,  Thomas  Thornbrough  *s  name  is  found 
among  the  earliest  minutes  of  Cane  Creek  Monthly  Meeting.  According 
to  the  records  of  New  Garden  M.:  . ( • C • ' , Thomas  and  Abigail  Thornbrough 
had  the  following  children: 


Joseph  b.  11-26-1741/2  O.S.  1st  m.  6-23-l?63  V/elmet  Beeson 
childrens  William,  Thomas,  Richard. 

2nd  m,  2-5-1 77b  Rebecka  Morgan 
children:  Wellmett,  Morgan,  Joseph,  Asahel,  Abigail. 

Thomas  b.  7-11-1743  O.S.,  d.  1737  or  1738.  a Friends  ministe 

1st  m.  3-26-1 766  Ruth  Hunt  who  died  1-20-1767* 
child:  Thomas. 

2nd  m.  8-10-1774  Martha  3a  1 linger* 

children:  Henry,  William  Ruth,  Hannah,  Mary. 

James  b.  4-12-1745  O.S.  - m.  6-14-1769  Mary  Moon 
d.  8-9-1814. 

children:  Thomas,  Richard,  Benjamin,  Rachel,  Susanah, 
Abigail,  Ann,  Mary,  Martha,  Nathan. 

Sarah  b.  1-3-1747  O.S. 


Elizabeth  b.  1-12-1748  O.S. 


m.  ca.  I765  Farrington 

out  of  unity  with  Friends. 


Susannah  b.  7- 17-1751  O.S.  m. 


ca.  1770  Stewart, 

out  of  unity  with  Friends. 


Hannah  b.  4-30-175^. 


Abigail  b.  4-24-1756. 

Judith  b.  12-17-1757  m.  3-31-1779  Joseph  Unthank r child:  Josiah 

2nd  m,  3-6-1783  Jeremiah  Horn. 

children:  John,  Mary,  Prudence,  Elizabeth. 


Joshua  b.  5-28-1760. 

Prudence  b.  6-4-1763  d.  7 (/) -26-1829 » nw  4-6-1791  Nathan  Hunt. 


Thomas  Thornbrough  Sr.  is  recorded  as  having  married  Martha  Stanley 
on  1-1-1783°  Thomas  Sr.  seems  to  have  resided  in  Guilford  County,  N.C. 
in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Garden  Friends  Meeting,  He  seems  to  have 
been  well  regarded  by  Quaker  leaders  of  his  time.  The  Life  of  William 
Hunt  contains  letters  addressed  to  Thomas  Thornbrough  Sr.  at  the  time 
that  William  Hunt  was  travelling  in  the  ministry  in  England  in  the 
company  of  Thomas  Thornbrough,  Jr. 


Robert  Thornbrough,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Hannah  Thornbrough,  seems 
to  nave  first  married  Deborah  Evans  on  November  29,  1742,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  .First  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  Pa.  For  this'he 
was  complained  of  in  New  Garden  M.M.  TTa.J  on  12-^7-1742/3  ana  word  was 
sent  to  Hopewell  M.M.  in  Virginia.  Nearly  nine  years  later,  7-2-1751, 
Sadsbury  M.M. (Pa.)  was  sent  a certificate  of  clearness  for  Robert 
Thornbrough  from  Hopewell,  His  membership  was  transferred  to  Wilmington. 
M.M.  (Del.)  by  Sadsbury  M.M.  on  4-2-1759.  On  3-16-1763  Wilmington  M.M. 
erar.ted  a certificate  for  Robert  Thornbrough  and  children  to  Warrington 
York  County,  Pa.  Robert  Thornbrough 's  first  wife  had  died,  and 
in  1763  he  married  Catherine  Rosborough,  who  apparently  outlived  him 
and  married  Fok  before  her  icath  ir.  1776c 


Roi:ej  d Thornbrough  had  the  following  children: 

Thomas  m.  5-11-1775  at  Huntington  Meeting  Phoebe  Wierman, 
can  or'  Nicholas  Wierman.  They  settled  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa, 

Joseph  n.  Rebecca  Miller,  daughter  of  Robert  Miller,  and  they 
are  believed  to  have  had  five  daughters.  He  is  said  to  have 
spent  his  latter  years  in  Baltimore,  where  he  became  quite 
well-to-de • Warrington  M.M.-  issued  Joseph  a certificate 
to  Baltimore  M.M.  dated  6-11-1796. 

Sarah  - was  listed  on  the  certificate  of  transfer  for  her 
father's  family  from  Wilmington  M.M.  to  Warrington  M.M. 
dated  3-16-1763,  but  nothing  more  seems  to  be  known  concerning 
her. 

Susannah  m.  ca.  1764  Craig.  She  was  disowned  by  Warrington 

M.M.  on  9-8-1764. 

Mary  m.  1780  Love. 

It  would,  appear  that  Robert  Thornbrough  probably  had  no  male  descendants 
bearing  the  Thornbrough  name  besides  his  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Joseph. 

Ben  .jam in  Thornbrough , son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Hannah)  Thornbrough. 

Benjamin  Thornbrough  married  &t*le$st  twice,  and  perhaps  three 
times.  There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  the  name  of  his  first  wife. 
However,  all  evidence  points  to  the  fact  that  she  was  Charity  Beeson, 
oldest  child  of  Richard  and  Ann  (Brown)  Beeson.  In  Richard  Beeson's 
will  dated  in  1?48  he  mentions  his  daughter,  Charity  Thornbrough.  She 
would  only  have  been  about  17  years  old  at  the  time,  so  surely  she 
had  not  been  married  very  long  before  this.  The  only. other  Ouaker 
Thornbrough  men  of  near  her  age  who  are  known  to  have  been  living 
in  the  Hopewell  locality  at  that  time  were  William  and  Joseph,  the 
afore  mentioned  sons  of  Edward  Thornbrough  of  Warwick.  William's 
wife  was  named  Martha,  and  Joseph  is  believed  to  have  married  Ann 
Armfield  after  moving  to  North  Carolina.  There  seems  to  have  been 
another  Thornbrough  family  living  not  far  away,  but  they  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  associated  with  the  tight-knit  Quaker  communityin  what 

is  now  Berkeley  County,  West  Virginia.  According  to  the  records, 

a Charity  Thornbrough  signed  Friends 'marriage  certificates  and  was 
involved  with  Hopewell  M.M*  so  as  to  suggest  that  she  was  one  of 
benjamin  Thornbrough 's  daughters,  named  after  his  first  wife. 

Benjamin  Thornbrough  married  as  his  second  wife  Mary  Brooks,  daughter 
of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  (Warren)  Brooks.  They  were  reported  married 
in  the  Hopewell  Monthly  Meeting  minutes  of  10-22-1759*  Mary  Thornbrough 
had  died  by  the  time  of  her  daughter  Elizabeth's  marriage  on  12-4-1783* 

The  Hopewell  M.M.  records  are  not  very  helpful  in  delineating  the 
children  of  Benjamin  Thornbrough,  or  in  distinguishing  who  belonged  to 
tne  first  family  and  who  belonged  to  the  second. 

Ben  jamir.  and  Charity  may  have  had  six  children: 

Benjamin  :n.  10-5-1774  Sarah  Hutton  at  Middle  Creel.  Meeting. 
Beniamin  Jr.  was  disowned  by  Hopewell  M.M.  on  7-2-1781  for 
a isun ity . 

Ann  Ihornbrough  was  reported  on  5-3-1773  to  have  married  out 
■ !..  + y'z>  Y>-.r  -r  o d i s c i n 3 " no  Samuel  Pounds. 


Sarah  Thornbrough , daughter  of  Beniamin  of  Berkeley  Co.*  married 
Nehemiah  Ellis,  under  the  care  of  Hopewell  ivj * M . on  3-10-177^. 

Abraham  Thornbrough,  son  of  Benjamin,  Berkeley  Co,,  V.  m»  at 
Middle  Creek  Meeting  on  1-10-1776  Albanah  Dod,  dt»  Edward  & 

Mary,  Frederick  Co,,  Va.,  b.  8-2'“- 1757*  Abraham  was  disowned 
because  of  disunity  by  Hopewell  M.lvi.  on  5-1-1780. 

Judith  Thornburgh,  Berkeley  Co.;  m.  David  Faulkner  on  3-4-1778 
under  the  care  of  Hopewell  M.M. 

Charity  Thornburgh  was  reported  married  to  Owen  Long  in  the 
Hopewell  Monthly  Meeting  minutes  of  4-5-1779. 

The  following  were  probably  the  children  of  Benjamin  Thornbrough,  Sr. 
and  Mary  Brooks: 

Elizabeth- T'hornbrugh,  dt.  Benjamin  & Mary?  dec.;  m.  Thomas  Barrett 
on  12-4-1783. 

Phebe  Eaches  (form  Thornburgh)  was  reported  to  have  married 

contrary  to  discipline  on  2-2-1789  and  was  disowned  by  Hopewell 
M.M, 

Joel  Thornburgh  was  disowned  because  of  disunity  by  Hopewell  M.M. 
on  8-5-1782.  He  is  believed  to  have  become  a Baptist  preacher 
in  Kentucky  in  later  life,  perhaps  eventually  returning  to 
West  Virginia. 

Hannah  Thornburg k was  granted  a certificate  to  Warrington  M.M. 
on  6-1-1786,  out  the  certificate  was  returned  to  Hopewell  M.M. 
the  next  month  and  redirected  to  Monallen  (Menallen)  M.M.  On 
6-2-1788  Hannah  was  received  back  into  membership  at  Hopewell 
M.M,  by  a certificate  from  Warrington  dated4-12-1788. 

On  12-7-1795  Hannah  Griffith  (form.  Thornburgh)  was  reported 
to  have  married  out  of  unity,  and  she  was  disowned  by  Hopewell  M.M 
One  of  her  descendants,  E.  Howard  Drake,  reported  to  Delmar 
Thornbury  that  Hannah  was  born  Nov.  14,  1772  and  died  12-1-1857 
in  Montpzuma,  Iowa. 

Amos  Thornburgh  was  reported  to  have  married  contrary  to  discipline 
and  was  disowned  by  Kopev/ell  M.M.  9-28-1795* 

Benjamin  Thornbrough  Sr.,  although  he  had  served  as  clerk  of  Hopewll 
Monthly  Meeting  and  elder  of  Middle  Creek  Meeting  and  had  been  active 
in  Friends  affairs  for  many  years,  was  disowned  by  Hopewell  M.M.  on 
7-1-1782,  reportedly  for  not  attending  meeting.  However,  this  was  probably 
not  the  whole  story.  In  his  later  years,  probably  after  the  death  of 
his  second  wife,  Mary,  he  apparently  formed  a relationship  with  another 
woman  and  they  had  a son,  Isaac  S. 

E Howard  Drake  wrote  of  5enjamin  Thornbrough,  Sr.: 

"He  lived  in  the  old  stone  house  and  on  the  old  land  located 

or.  the  old  road  between  C-errardstori  and  Arden,  'Vest  Va.  , from 

1762  to  around  1736,  when  he  removed  to  Mart  ins  burg , West  '1., 

remain i ng  in  Mart insburg  until  his  death  in  1794-1795." 

-Delmar  Thornbury  PaoQrs,  C.CoH.S*,  Box  472,  Folder  5^» 

Ben  .pa.--,  in  i/hor-H  , ire  tied  wi  M-.out  leaving  a will.  There  was  some 

•CjU-esTf  About  w'herhGKi  h;'?5~  Y<ru»JCjfc5T  sor\  Tsaa?d.  S.  should  iHave.  ^shcre 


-24- 


chi  1 d r o n v/h o were  either 
, or  v/1 : o had  left  descendant*: * 


5 nd  icat  ing 


ThiiS  concludes  thin  narrative  of  the  Quaker  family  of 
Thorn':; rough  of  northern  Ireland  and  colonial  America. 
It  is  hoped  that  anyone  having  information  which  might 
correct  and  expand  what  has  been  written  here  will 
communicate  with  the  compiler  cf  this  paper. 


With  thanks  for  assistance  which  I have  received 
from  those  of  you  who  have  been  publishing 
material  relating  to  this  family. 


Herbert  C.  Standing 
Haverford  College 
Haverford,  Pennsylvania 
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